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TERRY JEEVES

%& RED SCAR DRIVE
Please nole nen address NEWBY

SCARBOROUGH YO12 JRAQ

AAAANRENEE

IF you vou enjoved this iwsue and would like to get the
next, there are three ways 1-—

1. Write a LOC on this lssue and enclose TWO second class
stamps. {(Outside the UK, you can skip the stamps)

2., By trade with ma. NOT for fsnzines, I can't manage any

more of those, but for magazine BSF (not Analogl, Model

Aircraft, Military Aircraft or old pulps. Drop me a line

and we'll dicker,

3. By cash sub. Sorry, but postal raises and tha now

increased printing costs mean you pay £2.00 for four issues

W, or $1.00 an issue USA (and pro rata), in dollar bills

plaaza, NOT chequss.

A cross at the top of this page indicates that =sadly, this
will be your last issus unless you DG something. A question
mark means "Are you interssted? if so, let ma know.
Ramember, the name of tha game in RESFONSE

i i o R

MINI—ERAGITORIAL

Well, I made it! The Ffirat
issue of ERG appearad in April 1939, and hare it ie 268+
vears later with Lts 100th, issus, I msust adeit that when
I bagan ths magazine, I never anticipated such a long run -
heck, I never gavae it any thought. Then the years and
issuex bugan to pile up until one LOCer salid 1 was always
having anniversary jissuss and I realised I was ... but only
onca & ymar.

Illustrations in the sarly issues werae all hand cut
on to stencil, then [ began using slectroa, brush stencils,
a second colour and occasionally multicolour via Banda
(ditto to you Statesiders)., I1I°'ve also used 1inao and scraper
blocks, then with issus 98, I put all that hard slog behind
me and went over to computer type setting and & printed
magazina. Who said ERG was reactionary?

Caver this i1ssus wes drawn by me and silk scresnad
by my eldest, Keith Jesves & Son, 5 Garden 5t,, Shaffield.!

Future plans ? ! don't have any .. excent ta keep
ERG going as long as ! enjoy dolng so. I hope wvou'll stay
with me. Memanwhile, if you don’'t save ERG, would you pass
this copy to a friend? Ta.
Happy reading, Terry Jeeves



Among the
many items of
nostalgic Junk
cluttering my den is a
set of 50 'Mitchell’'s
Cigarette" cards
titled THE WORLD OF
TOMDRROW. Isssued
around 1934, they give
an interesting glimpae
of what I.0.Evans, the
compiler, thought the
future might hold in
store for us. Many
of the cards feature
‘wtills’ ¥rom SF films
such as "Things To
Come * or "Just
Imagine” -~ and all
these scurces are duly
credited. However,
several uncredited views are clearly ‘borrowed’ fram ald SF
magazines.

‘Weather Contrel * came I
suspect, ¥From a Paul illustration for
Otfrid von Hanstein's 'Electropolis’
in an early Wonder or Amazing. The
card depicts huge ball-surmounted
towmrs shooting off lightning flashes
into tbe air above a mechanically
tilled terrain. The blurb on the back
says, “...streaws of water  would be
evaporated on #lectrically heated
plates to form water vapour .
Pischarges of powmerful electric sparks
mefd cool ¢the air, condense the
clouds and brinag the contents te earth
as rain.” Just why lightning would
cool the clouds is rather myatifying,
but for that matter, why npot Just
spray the water directly on the ground
instead of going to all that trouble?

WEATHER CONTROL i

The santi-gas ray {(Leo Morey??) would convert poison gas
into a harmless liquid by means of that mysterious alchemical
power known only to writers of science fiction., I'm not sure
where 'Tha Cathode Ray’' spaceship originated, but the drawing
has hints of Frank R. Paul. The text explains that a spaceship
would be acted on “by rays of a tremerndous intensity’', so
naturally, one only had to, ‘receive these rays on a serjes of
great metal vanes for collecting their energy and transforeing
it into a weans of propulsjuvr., So equipped, the space-~ship
nead only carry enough fuel to raise it a few hundred ajles;
therearter it mould be driven by the sun’'s rays.’

The card for °‘Spacw Suits’ came I fancy, from a Wesso
drawing in Astounding. Despite the boiler-metal outfits

looking more like deep sea diving
gear , the description is pretty
accurate .. apart +from a certain

quaintness in the words .. "...they _—
would probably ba provided wikh _—
wiresless telephanes,™ ’\\\\\\“\“m
§§‘$me
Very accurate in idea, if not so '§§& g
practical in itse engineering form, was
the scheme +or ‘Wind Fower . This
featured a gigantic pylon bearing five
sets of horizontal blades. Modern

designs currently favour vertical
blades ratating in the horizantal
plane with only one to a tower, so
Evanzs wasn't sa far out there.
However, despite all the alternate
energy lobbies, an BO foat tall
current design can only power six
houses, so ] shudder ta think of the
cost invalved, plus the environmental
evesare, if millions nf these were SPACE  SUITS
erected around the countryside.

Evans has & lpok at other energy forms, and one idea is
of course, ‘Atomic Disintegrator’,in this case, taking the form
of a giant Yan der Graaf gensrator. "Attespts have racently
been wadr to ‘split the atoe’'. Though these have not so far
been very spectacular, nor have had any practical application,
their theoretical results have been very important.”

Another power source is the "Rotor
Pawar Flant’' which takes an idea tried
out then, and re-discovered racently on

‘Tomorrow s World'® wherehy tall
angine-rotated cylinders are used to
mave a boat, Tris time, the witer

fancies that if they were pgut on a
circular track, they would generate
power .. presumably by generating their
own input. There is also a ‘Tidal Power
Generator’ invalving & huge wall
supporting an array af bobhing floats.
Again, the concept and technical
description is pgretty accurate., All we
need to make this Fforecast come true
seems to be the necessary funding., Just
how much power could be obtained thias
way seems a bit doubtful, but on the
suyrface (no pun intended), it looks a
far more viable proposition than wind
power.

Underground mining (depicted by the ‘Things To Come’
disintegrator) is to be carried aut by sachines squirting
chemical into the rocks .. which would then obligingly crumble
AWAY . Shovel up the debris and you have a nice tunnel .. even
maybe, from Britain to America ('still' from The Tunnel °.
Citiem would also benefit fram building machines (ar thwr °“TYC®
'#till ") and would include organ-like churches, cross-szhaped
skyscrapers akin to aur ghastly wsonpliths, and tower)
storay-high TVecreens for the aircraft to fly into when using



r the new, building-top
aerodromes,

There are prneumatic-tube connected
Z ) offices, fog eliminators, a dam at
/ Gibraltar and the North sea drained and
reclaimed. Bird men (illustrated by a
picture of Clem Sohn) would sky-dive
using fabric wings, Coal would be
turned into pil, engineers would work in
armoured suits (Things To Come} and
thought~detecting machines would guard
against dishonesty.

4,
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in the case of transport,the overhaad

=h> ‘Railplane” merits a card depicting the

X3 s one then operating at Wuppertal in
Germany (Is it still running?) You may

recall s=Ring it in Truffaut 's,

‘Fahrenheit L1-3 B This time, by

slinging it overhead, Evans postulates

WINP POWER using the ground space so acguired to

make high speed mptorways.

High speed coaches would have beds, kitchens, lounges
and cinemas. Solar motors
would produce heat and
power —— no mention being
made bof where we would get
enough sunshine $from in
this mist shrouded isle.
However , in California,
they would be happily
smelting metals using the

sun’s heat. Ocean
greyhounds would still’ ply
their Tuxury passenger
trade, but would be super RAILPLANE

streamlined, and super
ajrcraft three hundred feet long and weighing as much as a
thousand tons with ‘several tractor screms, each fitted with a
reserve engine’,

Despite such wonderful
machines, Evans still
subscribed to the idea that
they would not be able ta fly

the Atlantic in one
mconomical +trip. This gave
rise to the ‘mid ocean
airport’ which involved an

artificial island tethered
hal fway across to enable
aircraft to land and refusl
an  the way. An idea which
formed the subject of the
film ‘FP1 Does Not Answer'.

1# you have a burning desire to acquire a set of these cards,
the London Cigarette Card Company, Sutton Rd.,Somerton,Somerset
{(Ph.0458 72452) will be able to otlige yvou ~= at a cost of
arpund £4.50 a set,

ERGD sUM 100

BY WIKE ASHLEY

It's rare wmnough for professional SF magazines to reach
100 issues but, on a proportional basis, 1it's considerably
more rare far a fanzine to reach the century eark., It's esven
rarer when that magazine has appearad on a regular quarterly
sthedule and been producwd by one aditor with a consistency
+that, wuntil its recent microsisation, has sade it sore of an
reetitution.

it has made me wonder in what kind of company this places
“RG. How many other fanzines have reached the sagic 100 and
iqually, haw many have besn produced by the same aditor for
28 vyears?

I have to say here that I'm not sure I have all of the
answers. It's enough of a task keeping up with all the
goings on in the SF world at large without keeping track of
atl the fannish activities, but 1'm sure Terry will fill in
the gaps in his "Ergitorisl”, or someons else will pick up
the threads.

The First problem [ encountered was determining which
fanzines to consider. At the outset I eliminated clubzines
or society publications btecause not only are they produced by
a wsuccession and at times even a panel of editors, they are
alsa financed by members and it is unfair to campare these
with efforts produced by a salitary editor and almost whaolly
from his own finances. I was also 1in a quandary about
newszines. Somehow it didn‘t seem that they ought to qualify
either, although since some of these went beyond basic news
and included a wvaristy of features, it seemed harsh to

wlyde them. I did however, exclude the semi~professional
ones like LOCUS, even though they started life as fanzines.

Ahyway, enogugh abont exclusiaons: what’'s left? Actually,
+ery little, and not much that's straightforward. As you'll
cee, ERG ias almost in a class of its own.

The earliest fanzine that 1 gould trace to reach the
mz2jical 100th issue was ELECTRON. Now I bet your brows are
f.+rawed, but when 1 tell you that with issue 108 it changed
its name to LIGHT, a Llittle light may dawn. LIGHT was
aroduced by the Canadian fan, Leslie Crouvtch {1915-1969) but
although before its demise in 19&1 it could claim, in all,
176 i=sues, not all of them could genuinely claim to be
fanzines, even by a very liberal use of the term. Starting
in 1927 C: outch had praduced a six-capy carbonzine called the

ROUTCH MAGATINE MART NEWS. It was really a want-list, and
pmained a trader for a number of years. Crautch kept no
i1 - D hese himselt, so whether anyone has a full set, I
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manv issues it's subsequently reached, but it is certainlv
the longest surviving of all fanzines.

1t probably hasn't skipped vour potice that all of these
titles are American. What about the British? Well, what
about them? Pritain has had fanzines aplenty, but their
mortality 15 only too evident, Ron Beanett's newszine
SKYRACK made it through 95 issues until in April 1%68 he
converted it into his tradezine and issues became catalogues.
Ethel Lindsay kept SCOTTISHE going for 26 years before the
last issue, number B2 so far as 1 know appeared in 1981. 1
lost trark of her HAVERINGS and am not sure how many issues
that saw.

[ don't know of another English zine that isn't a
clubzine {like VECTOR}) that's been kept going by the same
editor for 100 issues and into its 29th year. ERG so far as
1 know, is a British first, and in the world league it really
only has HORIZONS, SPACEWARP and possibly LIGHT as its
superiors. Unless anvone cCan come uJyp wWith any ather
contenders [ think ERG deserves to go down in history as the
first Pritish solozine to reach 100, History is made.

e . &E

RECENT READING continued from page 13

THE SONGS OF DI1STANT EARTH Prior to the sun going Nova,
Arthur C Clarke Earth sent out robot sesdships. One settled
Graftton £2.50 the 1idyllic Thalassa , then after several

hundred years, Earth’'s
last human-bearing ship arrives to
make a Uief stop. Love steps in, an
intelligent 1ife form ias discovared
and one crew faction wants to stay
on Thalassa, Clarke is as good and %
interast gripping as aver, need I<Jif

5
Rdy BoreT e

E ! L.
THE GILLABS HAMMER Bechuylar ls a sprinter racing across the
K.W.Jater desert with bootleg computer chips. An A.1. box

Grafton £2.95 helps avoid killer besams fros the satellites -~
until somsona elas takes & hand in the game. (When will witeras
lmarn synchronous satellites MUST hang aver the Equator?) His
life, past and prasent is sssn spasmodically in to and ¥ro
flashes, via the script style of a TV asnoocp. It left se
slightly baswildered.

IN YANA, THE TOUCH OF UNDYING Whan Bramt Hex pays impulsive
Hichael Shea court to widow Poon, his unaxpected, but swift
Grafttaon E£3.30 and conditional acceptance leads to strangse

results .. including selling a brothel to a deamon.
Things go awy and Hex im off on further adventures. A
delightfully different and almost naive fantamy with a touch of
Jack Vance. Recommended.
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This must be the era
of mammoth faz. First in wa=
Sépp, offset NIEKAS 35 from
Ed. Meskys, RFDt Pox &3,
Canter Harbor, NH 03226 -
9729
1t boasts card covers, a neat three-column layout, excellient
art {including a portfolia), numerous columns, articles, a
syapomium on Dr. Who, reviews, LOCs and more. It's a near
professional zine without being too serious. 1 for $3.00 UK
agent, R. Waddington, 4 Commarcial St., Norton, Malton, Yorks
YO17 9PES.

Then came DUPRASS 3 from Linday Bushyager, Leopard Rd.,
Faoli. PA 19301 4&pp.mimeoc, & Steve Fox portfolio, fiction,
humour, Delansy on pubiishing, LOCe, two pieces on {(most)
vhusual saints, and the whole bundle costs £3.00 for 3 issuss.

DREAMBERRY WINE is & nicely produced, 12pp SF catalogue
¢-om Mike Don, 233 Maine Rd. Manchaster M14 7WG. It also
inclucdes details of new and forthcoming titles, some brief fmz
reviews and a lettercol, 1f you want to buy SF, Mike offers a
wide range of stuff at very reasonable pricem. A long (?") SAE
will get you a copy.

HELF WANTED Mary Ann Beam, 2209 5 Webster, Kokomo, I[N 44902
seaks a book by British author, Redmond O'Hanlon .. titlad
AMAION ADVENTURE® (Sal amander

Fress, Edinburgh 19684) Can anyone help, or stewr Mary Ann or 1
in the right direction. Contact me or Mary, whichever you

prefer.

WEBERWOMAN'S WREVENGE from Jean Weber, & Hillcrest Ave,
Faulconbridge, NSW, Australia, has 20 A4 pages .. mainly
devoted to sundry aspacts of feminism. medical case histories,
personal details, letters (on like topics) where breasts are
bared {(metaphorically) and book revisws (of women's books).
Nicely produced, Jman has the right to publish what she likes,
tut it doas sesm a bit one-sided.

THE MATALAN RAVE has 30 A4 pp, small clear print and comes
from Michael Hailstone,PO Box 2358,Manuka, A.C.T.,2&03,
fustralia, BPrief personal travel notes, then LOCs by the
bushel , but virtually no illos.

Aussi® fanzines other than the above ssem to be getting
more and more insular. Many only review (or sention)
Australian fanzxines and other itess ssem to ba going the same
way. One expects any country to concentrate on tha hose arena
++» but not exclusively. To reviaw only Australian authors, or
as mentionad above, practising reverse discrimintions by
eschewing male SF writers ssems a shame. Why creep into corners
this way, or am 1 too finicky?

The doorbell rang at 9pm the other Monday .. 'twas Robbie
Cantor on her way homa to LA from the Worldcon. She visited
with us until Thursday, and we took in Scarborough, Whitby,
Goathland and a few other places before she headed down to
Dover on her way to Thurso!' Hops you finally made it back to
LA Robbie (via Palestine, Sri Lanka and Moscow 77) T.d.

Carry On Jeeves ?
o farf 2

Around Easter weskend of
April 1941, the train deposited
me at Blackpool station and after
wandering around like & lost
sheep, 1 sventually located tha
RAF Induction depaot, After a
couple of false starts, I found
myself in the tiny attic badroom
of a bAkb place at 238 Hornby
Road, run by Mrs. Rye. @& nige.
friendly little place, only a
stone’'s throw for Dlympic
champions from Stanley Park where
wa ware to do our square bashing.

Two days later, I was kitted out with my RAF blue, a proud
moment, even if marrad wslightly by the fitting method., A
sargeant perched on a table, haphazardly cast sundry items of
kit to a mob of new recruits ,. my oversize pullover rsached
below my knees, but this proved a twofold blessing in disguise.

Folded back up inside and tack-stitched, it made a double
thickness garment, ideal for keeping ma warm in winter and for
helping te fill out my uniform jacket which was for somsone
twice my size. [ had to put two side folds into it each time I
put the thing on .. until soms months later, I got a Belfast
tailor to adjust it to my size while [ waited.

Once attired like & real airman, Bervica tralning beagan
in earnest. Each day saw us drilling up and down as we
mastered the deadly, OGerman-beating intricacies of Service
DPrill {(a chore wimplfied for me by virtus of the Home Guard
training). We also cavorted on the ssnds doing PT. In onas of
thase activities, the ‘duck hop” I managed to strain a
cartilage in my knee, and on resporting aick, & =sadistic
sergeant inesisted [ kneel down and re-thread my boot laces in
the service fashion before I could ses the MD. Nice man, I'd
love to give him a stick of dynamite.

Another slice of each day was spsnt i1in Morse Code
training in the Winter Gardens. Thirty or so
of us sat round a 1long tabls, esach
with headphones and Morse key whilst

the instructor alternately sant

meassafes to us, or had us send

massages to him, Having had tha \\Q\ // v’
foresight to practice Morse before /

arriving, this was no chore, and 1 was
soon approaching the desired w.p.m. "
level. A diversion was to fi GZ\Z_
surreptitiously slip a coin across the ,f’ ,
haadphone terminals, thus causing a
weird banshse howl to drive sveryone
batty.

Our pay during training was 2/&d
(12\p) a day. By hoarding this -~
magnificent sum, I was able to indulge
myself once a week in the leocal cafe.
Egg, chips, bread, butter and a
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pot of tea. &h, of such sisple pleasures is life sade.

However such dJdelights were not to last, it was not in
sy destiny to be a Wireless Operator Group 2. One day as [ was
happily copying down a string of FMorss, s sessage cese down the
1ine to te)] mse to report to the Orderly Ropoos. Full of
trepidation over undiscoversd crimes, [ turned up and was taken
into a tiny room by a sanior NCO who shovaed a Hth! wquation
befors me .. 2WF)} = 1/2%0LC) “Solve that to give f in terms of
the other gquantities” said tha nice msan. Later, 1 was to
discover it was the forsula for a resonant tuned circuit, but
right then, it was Double Dutch. After a couple of Ffalse
starts, 1 settled down and did what the san said. bWharsupon I
was sant back to my Gguad and left to wonder what it was all
about. It turned out that thers was a shortage of Group 1
Wireless Mechanics, and somebody had hit on the bright idea of
winkling out all the airesn with Distinctions in Maths. A week
later, [ was posted to belfast for more training.

I, along with 29 othars, was billeted on the third floor
of the Central Presbyterian Hostel on Howard Street, only a few
hundred yards from Ouesns Lniversity where we wers to da our
Aadio and Electrical training under the civilian collmge
tutors. In betwsen classes on Mathesatics, Radic Theory, and
Elactrical Enginesring, we wers given dollops of square bashing
to snsure we didn"t forget we were still in the RAF.

Forgetfulness was masy. We sach had & private rooms in
the hostel. ‘Lights cut” came at 10pm, but ay nail file proved
an adequate substitute for a control kay to turn the power back
on again, 0 that was no probles. Morse fun was being on the
third +floor, as we were served by an antiquated lift. Much to
the annoyvance of the Squads on tha floors above, we found it
possible to lean on the gate handle as the lift ross, and this
slipped into gear as the lift reachsd cuwr floor and stopped it
for us.

Mpals were taken in the cafeteria downstairs, half of
which was open to civilians. An adsirabls arrangemant, as not
only did this ensure good food, but when 1 started taking out
one of the waitresses {(yes, we sven had waitress service), she
saw that sxtra sweets and puddings arrived on sy plate, whilst
the price arrived on sossbaody slse’s bill.

Other delights included picnics along the banks of the
Lagan, dancing in the hill-top high Hazelwood ballroom,
browsing for 5F in Saithfield market or wandering round the

Botanical Gardens. In those days, Delfast was a lovely place
-« bhaftore those msaniacs ruined it under the excuse of their
parverted views on politics and religion. However ,

this sybaritic life snded after five sonths, and I was posted
ta No.1 Signals School at Cranwell for an intensive couwras on
all the RAF s advanced and highly technical radio gear. The
rangs was astounding, at one end was the two valve T1083
transmitter looking like & cross betwan a saall seat safe and a
device for chipping potatoss {(or eaybe as a naw {fore of
ona—armed bandit). It had & huge lever on one side for changing
over tha asrial froe Tranemit to Receive. Then there was the
tncredible 13 valve R10B4 which had twa little switches to
convert it 4rom ‘straight’ to “superhet’, plus little switches
on the IF cans to flatten the response curve. The daraed thing
wat so complicated it had to be tuned by wusing a calibrated
chart,

Tha Hurricanes and Spitfires boasted a tatty little TR9
Transceiver, which, once you had twned it, had to be lifted and

I

dropped a few inches to ensure it wouldn't go off tune due to
aircraft vibration. This widget was later replaced by VHF gear
operating on 130 Mc/s .. OK, nowadays, it's Megahertz.
We also studied Workshop Practice, Petrol Engines,Maths,
Radic Theory, PT -~ and of course, Square Bashing. The course
also included something called AIR OPERATIONS. Oh goody goody,
this could only mean FLYING! No such luck, The desal involved
an old hangar stuffed with badly bent and time-axpired
fuselages (not e&ven wings or sngines). We were to practice on
these to prevent us damaging the real things.

You might think even Jesves could keesp out of trouble
when working on
a busted
alrframe. Little
dost thou know.
My first "black’
came when I was

detailed to
instal a FHeam
Approach awerial
in an Anson

fuselage -—— as
it maintained a
steady four fast
of altitude
whist perchad on
two o0il drums. Finding no suitable hol® handy, I was busily
trying to batter one through the roof, using the aerial as a
ram, when the Instructor heard the sounds of my honast labours.
He politely informed me {(and sveryons slse within a two-aile
radium} of some hitherto unknown facets of my family history.
I don't think he had taken to me at all. Despite such unkindly

treatment, I survived. Next day, 1 devoted an hour ta
surreptitiously removing a chunk of "FPerspex” from ocne of the
hulks. Such material was in great demand for tha making of

brooches, rings, smblems and other objets d'art. [ carried off
my prize in triumph .. only to discover 1t wasn’'t Perspex, but
‘Triplex” which had a shest of glass sandwichad betwesn two
layers of plastic, and couldn 't be used for saking anything.

In Workshep Practice, we learned how to use silcrossters,
verniers, and how to file things flat. We also had to lesarn
how to splice wirss and cover the joint with & smooth layer of
soldar. Almost  impossible until I found ay flat-filing skill
did a much batter job and one quick pass with & soldering iron
removed the #ile marks. 1 was renownad for the smoothest
splice soldering in the squad.

In Radio and Electricity we lsarned how to uss assorted
test gear .. including the Was Meggar. Tha intersating part
about this insulation tester was a Jlittle band cranked
generataor which juiced out 2T0v DC. So what?, you may ask.
Wall, throw in tha fact that we had assorted B mike condensers
hanging arcund. Clip the leads on to one, charge it up ta 250
valta, disconnect it and look for a victim. "Hey Joe, catch
this.." and wling tha condenaser an Jow looked up.
Instinctivaly the poor sucker would catch it .. and invariably
get his Ffingers across ths 230v tersinale. Oh, we had grsat
fun.

On another occasion, the squad swot had boaght & nDew
loose leaf note book with shiny bright paper rolding ringa.
Ubnwarily, be left it on the workbench whan going to lunch. Tt
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took but a msoment to raeamove the rings, hook then up to a
battery and ounk ‘em in a beaker of copper sulphate. By the
time the =wot returned, the once shiny rings had been
eglectroplated a nice dull copper. !

Then there was the bed ploy. We slept on two piece beds.
held together in the middle by two clips. An adjacent badg
space, wWas occupied by one of those bods who would stagger in
hal4 blotto after ‘Lights Dut’, put the lights on again, and
make sure we ware all awake by stropping his Rolls Razor for
ten minutes. 14 you've never heard this activity, a close
approximation can be obtained by banging a spoon up and down
between the back rails of & chair., Decidedly antisocial, so 1
decided to get even,....

Came the night, on went the lights, Fred staggerad in,
opened out his ped and made it, then sat down and gave us a ten
minute rendering on his Rolls. Finally, he gat inteo his
pajamas and set off down the hut to put the lights out #rom the
switch putside. This was my chance, ! nippasd out of bed, undid
his« bed clips and shot back into my own pit and began to snorme
gently. Fred fumbled hia way back in thes dark, sat on his bed
»- ang it collapsed. The air turned blue, but he assumed he
hadn‘t fixed it properly, so down ths billet, on with the
light, back to refix hia bed, then off again to douse the
lights., Deadly Ped-Fixer Jeeves struck again. BDack came Fred,
climbed into bed .. and this time it held for two minutes until
he pulled up the blanket -— then it collapsed again. Dh
lovely revengse, [ managed repeats on random nights, just whan
he didn't expect it.

Evantually, the course ended, [ passed out a fully
qualified Wireless Mechanic and was posted to a Spitfire
Squadron in Debden. Wizard -- sexcept the camp wase cold,
scattersd, had no heating and damp blankets. A= for working on
Spitfires .. No Way' The resident WMs had that number sowed
up. Two of my mates got lumbered with overseas postings and so
I volunteered to join ‘em ....

In part 3, read all about my life in the mysterious East
and bevond.

Tetves

BOOK SO MAGAaZ IMNE SALLE

I have a large stock of hardcovers, paperbhacks, magazines,
Aeronautical and space books ete, up for grabs at low prices.
Copie=s of the full DOWMN MEMORY BANK LAME as well as ERGTAPES
1,2 & 3.
My aim is to gain space for my growing collection and finance
further issues of ERG. I you're interested, drop me a line
and I1°1]1 send you current lists,

LENL
ARDUA
[
Nﬂ. 5

o d. &re
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It is 1 suppose, an odd sort of coincidence that the

10dth issup of ERG should also be the

3&th  year
monthsince 1 first met TERRY JEEVES. Nonetheless,

and 35th
one should

not et such omens pass unnoticed less pther less contrived

ones Creep upon vou unforeseen - and

then 1 think I°

v

recovered sufficiently +From the events attending our first

mesting that 1 can now talk about them

night. Not that these memories had anything directly to do

with Terry, you wnderstand; oh, no,

ftill slesp

was all due

ygengraphical cangruences and the strength of Pat's tea...

You see we met at the 1951 NECON held
Cafe in Pradford and in those days,

corridor-coaches on the trans—Pennine trains, which was
problem on the journey to Bradford, spent happily in chat
about the latest issues of ASTOUNDING and UNKNOWN (yes,
was quite a while ago) with other members of the Nor “West

Science Fantasy Club, but on the return

at

to

(briefly}) at FPat's
they did not have

no

it

journey awash with

Fat's peculiarly strong tea (well, there was nothing stronger
available at NECON) that singular lack of corridor—-coach and

toilet access did become quite a problem.

It would have been

allright i1+ the only occupants pf the compartment had been us

- all male members of the NSFC - but

there were ladies present — that stern
type of be-hatted, well-bosomed ,
armed-with—-a-brolly-type-female that
was oft  found in  those latitudes
(probably fleein PRBradford and the
nuisy Lea—swilling fannish horde i+
tiroth were tnown)  and such presence

was Lot conducive to allowing the
alt!-male members of the WSFC to hang
theiv  all-male mebers out of the
carciage window, Tiwe has blurred the
feteful Llorment of that trip, but even
(TR0 I Lnow that it was not easy to

Fewon oe’s mind o Gilbert Gossevn and
b s mahy mani festations.

However , the rest of my NECON memories are entirely
Glevnrable ehes sad in relation to what T originally startag
Yoo taldk  atoet - TERRY JEEVES, that is (since this 1s h:s

megatbot, 1°d better keep mentioning him)
ot ennz2d abtwost wnalloyed in the intervening years.
first aweeting led to reqguler ones and now take in our
A A tamen, nue pffsprin) oas well o Dur

the pleasure

ras
ur
wives,
initial e.c.ase ‘or
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cetting together was wholly fannish; | had just been talked
int? editing a monthly “zine for the NSFC and ever eager to
share the burden, {preferably with a like mind}), and i1mprove
:ts chances, considered Terry would make an excellent art
editor. He did, and Terry being Yerry, he contributed much
zlise as well to SPACE TIMES and its mopthly progress.
waturallv, this liaison led to frequent vistits back and
iorth and 1 discovered even more endearing characteristics in
*he mani his knowledge of where the best Sheffield crumpet

ment on Saturday night was encyclopaedic for instance. Like
nyself, he found crumpet-proximity to be highly stimulating
- one tired of discussing the complexitied of

on-Aristotelian logic. "It refreshes one’'s Cosmic All..™ |
~ecall him commenting.

Less endearing though, was his capacity for winning at
wames and the lengths to which he would go to do so.

o Allright, knocking the board over

0 & at Draughts is a gambit we'd all

'o enployed .. but Jeeves did it by

/ remote control. He'd built sundry

cunning devices, which, ijust when

I bhad him backed into a corner,

me that Sheffield was on the San
Andreas Fault. His mode of
snooker mastery would have
dafeated even Hurricane Higgins.
His billiard table was rathar too big for the room in which
it was sited. This entalled whoever had to make his shot
from the Eastern wall must use Terry's specially-made short
—ue - some would even say ‘Terry’'s specially-made, short and
neculiarly-warped, visitor's cue ‘.

Haturally, all Terry’'w opponents had to

rlay wmost of their shots from this

positiong ".usthink how difficult it

would have been if ! hadn't wmade this .

special cus*, he would bmas. Ha'!

p - £
' { 0 @ b
S ~/ would simulate earthquake tremors.
/ This allowed him to win by using
his double-headed coin which 1°d
) » ; unwittingly agreed to allow use of
ot =K S ta decide whera pieces were before
=5 y the earthquake. He even convinced
) R
V, jo l' Y"d

Howsver, Terry's smechanical genius was to let him down
occamionally in the game of life, as when he, the late Eric
Jones, and myself decided to publish TRIODE. It was but the
work of a momant to vote him {almost unanimousiy) the job of
cduplicakter, ex"gince he knew all abput cranks, sprockets
etc.” Ane he did 1t very well, bamusing Ye Ed and Gestetner
with what hea was able to achieve on a duplicator. 0Of course,

ha was much vyoungasr than!'! Yes, vary claver he was, some
vauld may diabplically sa if (like me}! they'd experienced
Brush Stencil Week. Terry learned of this new process for

getting really solid blacks onto stencil — something whach is
guite imposaible apart from where you inadvertantly put your
finger through the atencil. This new syatems 1invalved
etching the area you wanted bhlack, with arid. HNaturally, the

SEX AND SEXUALITY

orocess appealed to Terry and all went well at first; the
illo was easy, etching with acid, not & great deal msore so
ithao® ay footwork had to bw nimble to avoid holws in ay bush
pupplies) but when the stencil was put in the duper, the snags
became apparent ... the principal effect of the acid (apart
from creating nice black holes even before Patrick Foore did)
was to slow down the drying of the ink. Each §il]lo had to be
peeled off the machine and laid out to dry.

Naturally, our paths in Iife have diverged fraom ties to
time — wven before we st in fact. We wrwe both ex—RAF, but
while Terry had done eost of his service in the heet and dust
of India, I had been posted to the fostid swamps of South
Kales where the natives were often hostile and at best,
unintelligible. har ewusical tastes haven't alwsys ban
shared either; Terry considers Ravel ‘s "Bolerao’ should be top
of the list, whilst I lean to the Duke's "Don’t Bet Around
Much Anymore’., However, anyone who has heard se on pianc
duetting with Jeeves on the zither et agree that
occasionally, we do strike to samse note. Brtwesn wus o=
managed to flatten many previously unflattensd fifthx?

Since the subject still cases gnashing of what few
teeth I have 1eft, I shall refrain from his mwe recent
propensity for scoring seven-leter words at Scrabble too
dasned often. ((Hmph, I've just realised the reason se oon t
fit in with current fans is because of owr fascination with
seven—letter words')}) However it's little differences like
this that point up a true friendship — w are friend=s despite
pur occasional differences and I {(almost eagerly? look
forward to our 72nd Year, 10th Month amniversary and the
200th Issue of ERG.

Eric Bentcliffe

o v /____

CONTINUED FROM PABE 24

One of an ‘Applied Pesychalogy™ series

Philip Feldman
Longman £3.350 and religious views, physialogy, couwritship,

which, among other aspects, sxawmines social

homosexual ity, legality, deviations stc. Not a

medical o ‘how ta” text, but a straighforward look at akl
aspects of sex.

THE BLIND HWATCHMAKER The thesis is that ‘Creationiss” sust

Richard Dawkinm
Longman £12.95

give way to Darwin’'s ‘natural selection’.
After first estahlighing the complexity of
life, and the ‘impoasihility” of it arising by

chance, the author then illustrates the fallacy aof applying
random instead of cusulative selection. The trail leads w:ia
computer simulation, bats sonar, syss, wmings, inforsation
storage and on as the idea of "one slowm atep at a tisw” is
driven home. Over aillennia, ssall changes hawve led ta
humanity. Verbose, but fascinating and it sthrould be

compul xory reading for all Creationiats.

L P LAEE S FagSs P
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MIKE ASHLEY Chatham, Kent

1 found John Pradford's
article the most stimulating,
though at times a little shaky on
the research, The whole question
cf first sditions has always bean
a nmipefield, and to it must be
added the collectibility of the
author, and perhaps the
snobbishrness af collectors, wha
have always held an eliteness
pver fans and readers.
The first #dition has to be the first appemarance of that book in
that +#orm in that binding. This may nat necessarily e in English.
The first world edition of Stephen King's ‘IT’ is the German special
edition Eb publshed ¢five monthes earlier. Collector’'s tend to favour
hardeover editions, though it is quite coamon in SF for the
paperback edition to precede it. The was the case with Arthur C.
Clarke's TALES FROM THE WHITE HART mentioned in the article. Tha
Sidgwick & Jackson edition was the first hardcover edition, aven
though it appeared many years after the first paperback edition. In
addition, there can be sub—-divisions so that you have the first US
hardcover, first US paperback, first US trade paperback, and then
first Uk hardback, trade paperback, paperback and so on. 6% I
fancy this was John's pojnt .. any new edition should carry this
specitic information, NOT just ‘First Edition’ - it  would be even
better to list earlier pudblishing history <@ Since then, it's
possible that the author will revise the text, or the publishers may
editorially meddle with it and vou cen end vp with the US and UK
first edittons having a different text. John Brunne- and Ramsey
Campbel] have both deone this, It makes a helluvva task Ffor the
collectar, but is not always deliberate. Quite frequently, US
put:lishers overlook the fact that UK publishers may have brought out
an edition of & book weaks or months before their own. Thus, when
Condaldeon’'s eecond Covenant trilogy appeared over here, it was the
first world edition, but US publishers had averlocked that and
proclaimed theirs as the first sdition. Don’'t forget there aren’t
just editions, but #lso printings, wtates and issues, variant
bindings, variant dustjackets. The psrmutations go on and on, and
it's that that makes collecting so much fun.
ROBER WADDINGTON O 4 COMMERCIAL 8T, MNDRTON, HMALTDN, N.YORKS YO17
9€S

One comment I'd like to make on John Bradford s article is that
there may have bsen an interest in S5F cover art, but the British
Fublishers seem to have done little snrough to encourage it. 0OF that
packat of paperbacks you sent, there wasn’'t one brave enough to give

a credit to the artist, and
with much & representative sample, I'm
sure it's no differsnt with any of the FRED 00
reat. B> ! agree, Coma on publishers.
let’'s have those artists listed. <H 2
In collecting for Fun amd Frofit I'd may BLO
i

the only way to find the lst., mditions is
nat to huy British tand thare’'s an
admismion +for this flag-waving patrioct)
but American where the first publication
can be vyears before British publishers
chapse Fo vnobice,

L £

/7

ALAN BURNS 4 1o CRESCEMNT, mImo '®@ RAD. Gth. WhLLAEND NEZR Fme

0¢ vyour remarks in ‘Carry On Jewves' . Lika every right-
thinking yauth before the war ] used to make halsa woad kits.
I built, it ] recall, Campbell 's Bluebird, & Sopwith Camel, and
a model of the Campro-Camprini jet, the latter [ designed
myself from some photos I saw. B WHasn ¢ that a ducted Yan,
rather thap a true fet? «8 1 found it was sheer hell using
balsa cement and endasd with the usual coating on my fingers
until the day I got the bright idea and despite pratests,
pinched a pair of my sister’'s eyebrow tweezers to hold the
balsa whilast applyimng cement. Are such kits made today, Or are
modern kids too occupied with pop and TV to bother canstructing
the airframe for the Tornado? @3Kits are made, but where a
Keil] Krart once cost about JI/9d (40p or so), they now <cost in
the pounds’/ As Tor the Tornado, you can’'t buy Jetex in the UK
anymore thanks to Fireworks Acts, and a diesel pomerad ducted
fan or pulse jet will cost a bamb., No pocket money stuff there
«. and a@nymay, what kid these days can sgpare valuable time away
from box or pop slop to actually DO somathing ? <8
VYINCE CLARKE i WERDDWER WAaY, HNELL.ING, KENT D& ZBM

John Bradford’'s article was near to my current interests. 1
haven't been in a position to buy many new PPs, or lat’'s be
honest, to buy as many as I wanted NEW - but since 1 discovered
baat fairs 2/3 years ago, I've accumulated 100s of the things
cheap. But the changes of title and cover art were so
perplexing that 1 made up a loose-leaf notebook showing what I
have, which I carry sverywhere. 1 think that the general trend
aof thought amang publishera is that a gensration of SF readerws
is about 5 years - that is a reader can be expected to collact
roughly betwean 14 and 19 vyears of age. Then the next lot
comes along. Sa the publisher feelas Justified in issuing a
different edition oance every five vyears - more i he's
miscalculated initial damand. Thus the reprint of van Vogt's
DESTINATIDM UNIVERSE shows the Panther/Granada editions being
printed in "&0, ‘&3, ‘48, '7Z, '78, 'BO Na doubt every one
with a different cover. Altering titles is unforgiveable tho'.
&* van Vogt was no slouch at title changing .. and though ths
Artur Blord tales orjginally appeared as by his witfe, E Hayne
Hull, their racent re-issue mas as by van Vogt, Curiouser and
curifouser <8
Pﬂ" BDRL & MEATEFIELD way, CHARLTONM HEITSNHTR, WANTLH4ON , OXON, OXI132
- -

1 survived close proximity ta HE bambs, Incendiary bombs and
Doodlebugs {ar V1 rockets to the uninitiated == ]'m still apt
to hold my breath when an &ngine cuts out), They did not
promota love of country but gave me a great fi:TThq of pity for
the women and children of Hamburg and Dresden when Derek
described those cities which he saw shortly after the war.
B+ Mot for those of London or Cologne who didn't start it??
<@ Yes, [ was in the worst hit parts of London and vyes I
saw Coventry soan after it was demolished., Two wrongs never
made a right. W% HNoperully, they may stop a auch greater
ong aqgr series of ‘ew though. €8 An Amerjican aofficer whose
veracity 1 would not doubt related to ma the +irst hand
avidence he had of Japanmse High Command attempting to sus for
peace even to the point o4 unconditional surrender before the A
bombs ware dropped. The war in E£urops had ended before
Hiroshima and Nagasaki. Thus to cite Hitler as justification
for nuclear armament is Jjingoistic nonsense. B> It has

nothing to do with jfingoise, it was us or them.€@
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Thanks to ERG's wmore, R.R. has got a bit behind. so In an
attespt to catch up with outstanding titles, comments will be
kept shorter than usual this time round. I hope you'll all
bear with me

IHE HOUNDS OF GDD Final Bopok of the Hound % Falcon trilogy
Judith Tarr eees half-elf and nwar immortal, AlLf as
Bantam L[9.93 King Gwydion s Chancellor and shape-changing

Thea, pregnant. All seems bliss, hut a Crusade
is raised against the magic wielding Kinfolk. When Thea's
twins are born, she and they are spirited away to Rome hy a
Satanic power. Al¥f, Jehan and Nikki pursue, but it is a lang
time befopre evil is overthrown, the Crusade abated and the
¥infold at peace. If vou haven't read the earlier books, it
may take a while to s=ort out characters and attributes, but
ctherwise, equally well written and entertaining a= its
predecessors.

RADIOD FREE ALBEMUTH Easy liver, Nicholas Brady begins to
Philip K. Dick have psychic experiences of mental contact
Grafton £2.95 with the alien Valis, When the Commie slesper

Fremont becomes President and a reign of terror
followw, Valis heginm to ald Brady in the fight. Dick umes
himselt as & character in the novel, thus allowing it ta
blend with reality in a taut and fraught noval as he and
Brady tilt against Fresont ‘s agents.

DINMER AT DEVIANT ‘'S PALACE Breg Rivas, pop musician in post-
Tim Powsrs nuclsar Ellay swts out to rescue his gld love
Grafion L£2.93 yranja from tha brain—-washing “Jaybirds’.

His mission is bheset hy parasitic "hemogohlins®,
giant beaa and other perils as the wall-depicted antihero
nears his goal., Powsrs takes the standard rescue saga and
escalates it intp a suspenseful tale of alien invasion.

THE SEVEN ALTARB OF DUBARRA 2nd in the ‘Lords Of Dus’ series

Lawrance Watt-Evans has alien pverman Barth seeking to
Grafton E2.9% mxtablish a new trade route and again being

inveigled 1nto a wmission for the "Forgotten
King®' — this tima, to despoil seven altars. [ must admit a
liking for this seemingly invulnerable {(and Dumaresque-like?
character even it the stories ara sheer escapism.

WORM A woman staggers into hospital and a giant warm
S8imon 1 Childer erupts from her stomach. Her sister Olivia
Brafton £2.50 hires P.l1. Causey to investigate and the

trail leads to hoodlum Rashad and the evil Dr.
Bhayaz. Diivia and Causey' s girl friend are kidnapped and
yvau sit on the edge of your chair as a ghastly glol @ folds
ta seed London’'s reservoirs with the warm’s larvae.
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Whlk  OF THE _TWINS Second in the ‘Dragon Lance Legends’ sees

M. Weis & T. Hickman Raistlin, now a great wizard, trapped

Graftor L7 95 in a time loop from which he must escape
before he can foil the Dark Queen. All the old

characters are here, Wender. Caramon etc, and there are some

excellent illustrations, but somebow., 1 think af the old

pitcher again at the well.

TWO more titles in the Penguin 'Classic SF° Series at £3.95
MEN LIKE &0ODS Mr. Parnstaple’s car takes him round a corner
H_.G.Wells and into a parallel world ~ alono with other

travellers. Thev meet godlike people who converse
by telepathy. In this seeming Utopia Wells is able to express
his views on socialism, religion, free love, eugenics,
wducation etc. The involuntary visitore begin to cavil, with
anly . Parnstaple {a wWellsian self-image?) showing
tolerance and appreciation for the regime.

THE WANDERER A new planet suddenly appears near the moon,
Fritz Leibar breaking it and bringing devastation, guakes

and tidal waves to Earth. We follow the adventures
of various groups — such as Paul and Margo who are attending
a UFD Syaposium, and Don, an astronaut on the moon. UFOs
collect Paul and Don whilst strange beams collect matter from
Luna. The aliens are fleeing something .. but what? Thanks
to the rapid scene switches, the yarn never flags, but
otherwise, Leiber has got in everything bar the kitchen sink.

ALL JUDGEMENT FLED When an alien craft 1s detected near
James White Jupiter, two three—man ships are sent to make
Drbit £2.50 contact. Their radic messages are relaved to

all Earth, thus causing ¥friction
and dissension when they meet and
clash with aliens. Not a BSector
General yarn, but having a similar
bujtt—in problem and an excellent
dip i1nto hardcore SF 3

TOH D"BEDLAM Dust-war hit, 22nd - 36
Fobert Silverberg Century U.S.A. 53“
Orbit £2.95 Mentally deficient R

Tom O °‘Bedlam has visions
~ then others - Jaspin, con-man
Ferguson, a bandit leader etc., begin to have the same dreams
of an alien world. Then there’'s the Cult of Tumbonde which
worships gods from outer space. Throw in a message from a
long—forgotten star probe which shows these scenes actually
exist, and you have all the ingredients of a good yarn. One
snag, Silverberg juggles them so lang that the yarn loses

pace.
FOOL 'S RUN Mad mass—killer Terra Viridian is held in the
FPatricia McKillip Earth satellite prison ‘Underworld’.

Orbit £2.50 0Dn Earth, "Magician’ is given a chance to take

his band to entertain the prisoners — and this
includes the enigmatic "Gueen 0Of Hearts ' who turns out to be
Terra's sister. Then the alien ‘vision’ which caused the
crime takes over and frightening chaos ensues. A poor  cCcOver
hides a taut, fast-moving yarn with excellent characters - it
will hold vou all the way.
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GREEMN EYE Shadows is= a research home for Dr., Ezawa s
Lucius Shepard bacteria-created zombies — and with enhanced
Grafton {.50 abilities. Therapiwt Jocundra aids Harrison's

escape. his powerg develop. He joins forces with
the e.tl voodoo woman Otllle and events escalate to a climax.
A agriping yvarn and I liked the matter—of-fact way in which the
zombies were legal rather than ‘Dr Moreau’ tvpes.

BEYDND ARMAGEDDDMN 2% tales bas=sd on the "Final War'. Meet a

Ed, W.M.MiLLER £ battle—shocked GI, an escape from reality,
M.H.Greenberng an apocalytptic pop group, survival,

Robinson £3.95 mutations anti-technology and barbarism stc,

from a ‘Who's Who' of writers ~ Shackley, Spinrad,
Clarke, Bradbury and others. It could become a CND Bible as
Miller supplies an anti-bombk/Reagan/everything foreword plus
leads to each story. Individually, the varns are all good, but
overpowerng @n masse, 0 take ‘em slowly, think and savour.

classic FANTASY A 472pp, 11 fantawy tales collection which
Ed. Cary Wilkins opanw with a Norse myth of Sigurd’'s mighty
Robinson £4.93 battles, an Arthurian ls=sgend, an excarpt In

which Falmerin rescues hisa lady and a child falls
among elves. Ruskin gives us a childhood favourite, "King Of
The Golden River then come threes novels - ’‘Phantastes’, ‘Wood
Bevond The World® and the amustng "The Master Key' whare a
child coniures up an lectricity demon. Lovecraft thas Doom
That Came To Sarnath’, there's a Kull epic and a light le Guin
fantasy, The older stories make rather heavy going but the
rest are sheer delight -— and ®each has one or mare
reproductions of the original art,

THE WORDSMITH AND THE WARGUILD 2nd in the trilogy =ees Togura
Hugh Cook Corgi £2.93 expected to wed the revolting

Slerma though his true love ia Day Suet -
who gets thrown into the enigmatic ‘odex’, a sort of storage
device. It takes numerous hectic adventures with monsters, sea
serpents, ghouls and mobile stone= before Togura finally finds
the key to release his love. A delightfully frenetic romp,
humorogus and hard to put down.

THE UNICORM CREED When made a princess, hearthwltch Maggie
Elizrabeth Scarborough Brown takes flight to avoid suitors,
PBantam £2.95 along with musician Colin and unicorn Moonshine.

Their flight entangles tham with the plans of magician
Fearchar who sesks power over the kingdom. His aldes are
warewolf Wulfric and nymph, Sally Forth {(other characters are
Finbar the Fireproof, and Froatingdung). tighthearted, fun and
never too seriocus. I snjoyed 1t.

SARABAND OF LOST TIME A post-holecaust setting, an inept king,
Richard King scheming underlings and guerilla bands. The
Corgi £2.95 prize, a fabled weapon, ‘The Overmind’'. Involved
in the plat are Sgt. Brass, Scholar Inbote, the
crippled Wicca and others. Deftly developed, never dull,
excellent characters and no pasty villains make this a
refreshing change and highly readable. Another ‘gudun’,

THE CENTRE OF THE CIRCLE 2nd in the Ark trilogy. King's son
Jonathan Wylie Luke, wimlder of magic must fight the renewsed
Corgi £2.935 menace of the Ancient Evil when it once again

threatens the Iale of Ark. Aided by the vyoung
Julia, he destroys the manifestations of Alzedo in the standard
formula of good versus the forces of evil.
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THE SWORC OF BHMELEU Third in the ser:es in which
overaan
Lawrence Watt-Evans Garth seeks to start trade with humans
Grafton £2.935 only to get inveigled into performing tasks
for the ‘Forgotten King'. Now he has acquired a
magic sword which incites him to mayhem under control of the
gpod Bheleu. Complicating matters are evil cult leader Haggat,
and the peace-saeking Councl] of Wizards. An unusual, yet
enjoyable series .. I like it.

TRULL I1ON: ALASTOR 2262 Trullijon is a lotus-like world of
Jack Vance idling and wagering. After a hitch with the
Gratton £2.95 forces, Blinnes returns to find his brother has

been s#lling off the estate. Seeking to establish
title and regain an island, GBlinnes becomes involved in the
‘huesade’ game, a band of gypsies and an attack by space
pirates. Crammed with °‘Vance—wards’ (and footnotes) as well
as highlv credible characters, this is anothaer in the author’s
delightful series of ‘other worlds’

WIELDING A RED SWORD Set in a seemingly alternate
Piers Anthony {magic-using} 20th Century India, Prince Mym
Grafton E£2.93 f{laps a forced marriage, falls in love with a
circus singer, is recaptured, seduced and becomas
war God Mars. He fights an unwelcome destiny in a series of
‘good news, bad news ™ apisodes as he vies with Satan. There's
also a 40 pp esnay by Anthony on his life and computers. Not
an epic saga, but 1t‘'s entertaining i1f you like valiant
struggles against avil.

THE RIVER OF TIME 11 tales covering the SF spectrum from
David Brin humanity escaping its atellar coccoon, a meating
Bantam £2.30 with the Fates and the sufferings of a junkie,

to avoiding nuclear war, saving a space station,
conflicting Von Neuman star sesders, varjable life speed and
more. Each yarn also has & brief author note on the idea. A
nice light min.

IN SEARCH OF THE BIG BANG I'm a sucker for cosmology works,
John Gribbin especially Bribbin‘s, and hers’'s a superb account
Corgl £35.93 of current ‘beginning’ theoriss. [t includes

Einnteinian theory, Particles, origina and much more,
all in lucid, mamy ta understand language. There's also a
Bibliography and Index. Put vyour fiction on ons side for a
while and wallow in thae shesr pleasura of a resal space
spectacular, Highly recoasanded

TEAT OF THE TWINE Third in tha Krynn trilogy as knight Caramon
M.Weim k T.Hickman half elf Tanis, kender Tasselhoff and mags
Penguin £2.93 Raistlin have furthar adventures against =vil,
this timsse in the shape of a Quesn OFf Darkness. All
the usual mix of sorcery. haross, swords, dragons etc. A good
halping of your favourite tipple iIf you go for this style.

VICTIN PRIME UsSA 2092 is a land of banditry anarchy, death
Robert Bheckley gamss in the arena and legalised slavery.
Methusn £2.350 Erdman sets out to win richeas in The Hunt*.
Entertaining ‘Black Comedy” whears you must fulfill your
recklesss driving guota, and may be finad for NOT exceeding
spead limita.

ROBINSON have Just iswued two hefty, trade-size 330po
anthologies at the astoundingly low price of £2.93 mach -

COSMIC KMNIGHTS has ten yarns covering knighthood,
‘murdering mobile hands, a postic dragon, computer chass, 8
super—agent , and more, including de Camp’'s classic "Divide And

fule' in a well rounded mix of SF and fantasy.

iSIAMNTS has 12 tales each having some link with size.
‘here s Hasse's 'He Who Shrank', the c¢hilling 'Small Lords’,
einster s Mad FPlanet’ with its monstrous insects, Knight's
‘ovely ‘Cabin Bov' and othar delights. These two volumes must
ty.+ among the best buys on the market today, so rush out and buy
whilst etocks last.

© 'RACK,_ AND ROLL In an alternate world pf mindless mavhem, the
wadley Denton pop loving Wrackers menace the space program
weadline £3.30 and intimidate the normal °‘Straights’. Liezra

runs the group 'Blunt Instrument, her sidekick
Tycho mashes anything handy with his axe.
The whole frenstic mix revolves around
world-shaking changes caused by Lisza's
TUSIC. The chaotic style, akin to
William Purroughs, left me dazed, but
pap addicts and vandals will love it.

VOYAGERS 11 Astronaut Stoner, revived after 10 years deep
Ben Bova freeze, needs no slesp and has acquirsd new powers
Methuen £2.95 after a sojourn ip an alien atarship, MHunted by

sundry powasr Qroups for the knowledge he possesass and
finds the world a hotbed of organised war and violence = which,
driven by alien compulsion, he sets out to correct. Taut, fast
moving and very well detailed, I'd rate this a must for any
hard core devotee.

THE STONE AND THE FLUTE 17 year old Listener sets off on his
Hans Bemann travels bearing a stone amulet. He is seduced
Fenguin £4.93 by the cruel Gisa, meets ‘The Gentle Fluter',

serves a penance and works his way through many
adventures and incidents (many of them 'nested’ in the Kai Lung
manner) bafore a final confrontation. No less than B54pp
written in a Griams—like fairy tale style where even atrocious
deeds some wunreal, this is one to read slowly and savour.

Stephen Spielberg’s AMAZING STORIES 11 yarns adapted from the
Ed S.Bauer TV seriese — a bombing mission, a bereaved painter.,
Futura £2.30 Love and Guilt, a truly magnetic personality and

others., Lightweight, reminiscent of Serling’'s
‘Twilight Zone'. Ideal bedside reading.

WHAT HMAD UNIVERSE John Bradford will be tickled to know this
Fredric Brown 1949 re-issus {and a Pantam print in 1978) bears
Grafton £2.95 a sticker, 'A Papsrback Original ‘. A rocket

misfire blasts Keith Winton to an alternate Earth of
space travel, alisn monsters and where his girl is sngaged to
fan/hero Dopelle, whilst he is hunted as an Arcturan spy. A
send-up of S5F, but fun.
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SETTLING IM 70 ERG'S WEW HOME MAS [UT (WTO 'EECEMT READING' TINC, THEM A LAST MINUTE FLOOD
DF BRGNS WAS MEMAT THAT ROTHET THAN HOLD THEM IVER FOR THE mEXT ISSOE, [ WUST QST GIVE DIEF
OUTLINES TJ EMABLE YIU TO CABSE UF TITLES WWILGT VEEY MR STILL OW THE SHELYES .. §0:-

THE STAINLESS STEEL RAT GETS DRAFTED 1B year old Jim DiGriz
Harry Harrison, escapes prispon, then sets off for revenga
Bantam £9.95 on Captain Barth/General Zenner, killer of
his friend. Problems ipclude conscription into
tha Army, plus an intelligent machine which has sparked a
MYOB society akin to that in Russell’'s, 'Then Therw Were
None’, Lightweight, Bond-like adventure,fast moving and fun.

THE IVANHOE GAMEIT Lucas Priest of the Temporal Corps (whose
Simon Hawke members fight in past wars) goes to Mediasval
Headline £2.50 times where, as Ivanhoe, he must thwart the
time—changing plans of a rebel ‘referee’. Much knightly
jousting, carpuming etc.,, and there's a hidden joker

compl icating things.

TALKING MAN In a strange, unrwal USA, Cryutal lives with
Terry Blsson her fix-anything wizard father, Talking Man
Headline £2.50 When hs sets off to stop "the unbeen’ causing

chaos in time. Crystal and drop-out Williams
follow in a hectic chasme across wstrange country to help him
foil the villaine. A folksy fable packed with hill billy
trivia and much brand name dropping.

THE MAMMOTH BDOK OF BEGT NEW SCIENCE FICTION Robinsan £4.93
Ed. Gardner Dozoiw has crammed no less than 20 varns inta 400
or s0 large pages. In addition, there's a 13 page commantary
pn 1984s SF and a listing of ‘Honorable Mentions’'. Robinson
have done it again! At the price, how can you lome?

Robinson have also started a ‘DARK FANTAGY' ssries of
‘Clasmic’ reprints.... ®

1 AM LEGEND Richard Matheson (£2.93) concerns the struggles
ocf the lamt man in a land populated by vampires.

THE HAUNTING OF HILL HOUSE Bhirley Jackson (£2.95) Four
cddly assorted pwople descend on & haunted houss to learn its
sacrete . and find terror.

WE HAVE ALWAYS LIVED IN THE CABTLE Shirley Jackson (£2.95)

Katherine, sister Constance and Uncle Josiah live an isoclated
life, and are hated by the lpcals. OGradually, they sink inta
their introvertad life of madnass and horror.

DARK. FEASTS Ramsey Caspbwell
(L3.95) 31 tales of horror
and fantasy from a master of
the genre. He sxposes sone OF
those innarmost fesars terrors
and parils which lis so closw
to the wurface of everyday
tif{e. For lovers of tha
esoteric and macahre, this im
anpther of Robinson's goodies.

Continued on page 1%
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